ADOPTED - MAY 10, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 15
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF FRASER TREBILCOCK

DAVIS & DUNLAP, P.C. FOR PURPOSES OF REPRESENTING THE 

COUNTY IN A MATTER PENDING IN PROBATE COURT

RESOLUTION # 16 – 197

WHEREAS, Potter Park Zoo is the beneficiary of the trust residue of the Jane Dickson Coffman Trust, established December 7, 1983.  Ms. Coffman amended and restated her Trust four times between 2004 and 2013, with the last Restatement to her Trust directing that upon her death, the Trust residue was to be distributed outright to Potter Park Zoo and Robert M. Andrews in equal shares; and

WHEREAS, Jane Dickson Coffman died July 28, 2015; and

WHEREAS, following her death, Robert M. Andrews contacted the Trustee of the Jane Dickson Coffman Trust and presented the Trustee with a letter from Jane Coffman, dated April 10, 2015, purportedly removing Potter Park Zoo as a beneficiary and leaving the entirety of the Trust residue to Robert M. Andrews.  The letter was addressed to Jane Coffman's attorney; and

WHEREAS, Robert M. Andrews has argued that the letter constitutes an Amendment to the Jane Coffman Trust; and  

WHEREAS, the amount in dispute is approximately $500,000 for Potter Park Zoo; and

WHEREAS, there exists serious concerns surrounding Jane Coffman's capacity to make Amendments to her Trust, as well as possible undue influence Robert M. Andrews may have exerted over her; and

WHEREAS, in December 2015, PNC Bank, as Trustee of Jane Dickson Coffman Trust, petitioned the Ingham County Probate Court for instructions on how to distribute the Trust residue.  The case is pending before the Honorable Richard J. Garcia and is captioned as In the Matter of Jane D. Coffman Trust Dated December 7, 1983, as amended, Case No. 15-1669-TV; and  

WHEREAS, the case pending in Probate Court is scheduled to go to Trial on October 10, 2016; and  

WHEREAS, Potter Park Zoo has been represented in this matter by Marlaine C. Teahan and Aaron L. Davis of Fraser Trebilcock Davis & Dunlap, P.C. since December 2015.  The Fraser law firm was retained and has been paid by the Potter Park Zoological Society Board.   The Potter Park Zoological Society Board will continue to maintain responsibility for payment of attorney fees incurred as a result of this litigation. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the appointment of Fraser Trebilcock Davis & Dunlap, P.C. at the rate of $175 per hour for purposes of handling the above captioned litigation to be paid for by the Potter Park Zoological Society. 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Bahar-Cook, Tsernoglou, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  5/03/2016

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Bahar-Cook, McGrain, Crenshaw, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, Anthony     Approved  5/04/2016

