ADOPTED - JUNE 28, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEER HUNTING AT LAKE LANSING PARK-NORTH
RESOLUTION # 16 – 280

WHEREAS, this is a request due to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources research data reporting a case of (CWD) chronic wasting disease of a deer found in Meridian Township that supports the continued appropriate management practices; and 

WHEREAS, overpopulation of white tailed deer negatively impacts natural communities and associated wildlife which requires management of the deer herd; and

WHEREAS, the deer herd within Meridian Township and specifically in Lake Lansing Park-North, is causing damage to plant life within park property and surrounding private lands; and

WHEREAS, deer/car accidents in the Lake Lansing area has increased over the last five years; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources states that an abundance of deer in a given area may lead to deer in poor physical condition and susceptible to disease such as CWD and starvation; and

WHEREAS, Meridian Township has conducted successful deer hunts within their properties and surrounding properties; and

WHEREAS, Meridian Township wishes to partner with the Ingham County Parks Department to conduct a deer hunting program within the boundaries of Lake Lansing Park-North; and

WHEREAS, by working cooperatively with Meridian Township, resources can be shared to successfully complete the project; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County will continue to work with Michigan DNR and USDA to help resolve the Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) that has a confirmed case in Meridian Township near Lake Lansing. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the hunting of white tailed deer within the boundaries of Lake Lansing Park-North during the 2016 Archery Deer Season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners also authorizes overnight culling of the deer herd supervised by the USDA Wildlife Services personnel, and in cooperation and planning with the Ingham County Parks Department staff under direction of the Michigan DNR through December 31, 2017.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, hunters must meet all requirements of the Meridian Township deer hunting program and may only use archery equipment including crossbows, guns will not be permitted except during the overnight culling of the deer herd supervised by the USDA Wildlife Services personnel.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, staff is directed to continue to collect information regarding the deer herd in Meridian Township and that the Parks Commission will assess the data prior to approving future hunts.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Bahar-Cook, Tsernoglou, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  6/21/2016
