ADOPTED – AUGUST 23, 2016
AGENDA ITEM NO. 28
Introduced by the Law & Courts and County Services Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC EFFORTS OF MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP POLICE OFFICER BRIAN CANEN AND INGHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES JAMES BESON AND MARK WADFORD IN THE VETERANS MEMORIAL COURTHOUSE ON AUGUST 1, 2016
RESOLUTION # 16 – 371
WHEREAS, on August 1, 2016 in a courtroom inside the Veterans Memorial Courthouse a potentially lethal attack on an Ingham County Assistant Prosecutor was averted after a criminal defendant awaiting a jury verdict for sexual assault charges unexpectedly produced a hidden weapon, described as a shiv (homemade knife), and lunged forward; and

WHEREAS, three officers present in the courtroom - Meridian Township Police Officer Brian Canen and Ingham County Sheriff’s Deputies James Beson and Mark Wadford - instantly came to the rescue, providing cover for the intended victim and safe protection against harm for a multitude of other court officers and bystanders; and 

WHEREAS, Officer Canen selflessly risked personal injury when he sprang into action, tackling to the ground the defendant, diverting the attack seconds before Jonathon Roth was struck by the weapon-wielding assailant; and

WHEREAS, Sheriff’s Deputies James Beson and Mark Wadford quickly came to Officer Canen’s assistance to subdue and restrain the assailant, bringing order and restoring safety to those in the courtroom; and 

WHEREAS, Officer Canen, a Meridian Township Police Officer for 16 years; Deputy Beson, an Ingham County Sheriff’s Deputy for 23 years; and Deputy Wadford, an Ingham County Sheriff’s Deputy for eight months, all exhibited heroic willingness to put themselves in harm’s way in order to protect the safety of others; and  

WHEREAS, all those associated with Ingham County and the Ingham County Court System are grateful to these fine professionals for acting without hesitation thereby ensuring that no one was seriously harmed in the frightening scuffle.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners extends its deepest appreciation and gratitude to Officer Brian Canen and Sheriff’s Deputies James Beson and Mark Wadford for their valiant and laudable efforts in preventing serious injury to Assistant Prosecutor Jonathan Roth and other court officials and bystanders on August 1, 2016.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Crenshaw, Celentino, Tsernoglou, Anthony, Banas, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  8/11/2016
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Bahar-Cook, Tsernoglou, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Hope     Approved  8/16/2016
