ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 22, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

HOMTV INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 35TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL TRIBUTE

RESOLUTION # 16 – 477

WHEREAS, on October 1, 1981, the HOMTV Internship Program began with the hiring of their first intern Ben Stark; and 

WHEREAS, in 1985 the Internship Program was reorganized and expanded with close to 10 interns working a minimum of 15 hours per week on a non-paid basis; and

WHEREAS, the Internship Program, originally comprised of a reporting track and producing track was expanded in 1997 to include a promotions track; and

WHEREAS, in 2001 the Internship Program was restructured to coincide with Michigan State University’s semester calendar along with a signed contract and policy manual which significantly increased the number of applications to over 200 annually; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, additional online requirements were implemented supporting the growing demand of digital media and providing interns with another aspect of training and experience; and

WHEREAS, in 2012 recruitment efforts expanded to major colleges and universities across the state connecting the Internship Program to a broader talent base; and

WHEREAS, each year interns continue to be a valuable asset to the Meridian Township community, volunteering around 14,000 hours serving as production crew and on-air talent for nearly 90 official Township meetings and over 600 HOMTV programs, as well as producing more than 1,000 stories and PSA’s; and

WHEREAS, since the first HOMTV intern, approximately 1,000 interns successfully completed the Internship Program and over 500 have moved on to work in the field of journalism, television production, film production and the communications industry both nationally and internationally, creating a strong HOMTV Alumni Network; and

WHEREAS, 2016 marks the 35th anniversary of the founding of the HOMTV Internship Program. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby commemorates the 35th Anniversary of the HOMTV Internship Program, recognizing it as an established and exemplary hands-on training program bridging the gap between college education and real world experience, while retaining and fostering talent for the professional television and communications industry. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board recognizes the significance of this milestone and commends the staff and interns of HOMTV Meridian Government Television on this momentous occasion. 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Tsernoglou, Hope

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Bahar-Cook, Maiville     Approved  11/15/2016
