                                                                             ADOPTED - DECEMBER 13, 2016
AGENDA ITEM NO. 56
Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING ST. MATTHEW AFRICAN METHODIST

EPISCOPAL CHURCH  ON THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY
RESOLUTION # 16 – 553
WHEREAS, St. Matthew A.M.E Church was founded by the Rev. Rosa Lee Porter on December 27, 1966; and

WHEREAS, while they initially were organized in the International Masonic Hall with one charter member, the Rev. Dr. James C. Wade they sought out a suitable place to worship, contact was made and permission was granted to worship in the beautiful Mary Sabina Chapel of the Central United Methodist Church where 8 families came together to worship until they found a permanent place to call home; and

WHEREAS, on July 4, 1971, the church was relocated to its present site at 522 W. Maple, with the help of the Central United Methodist Church, members donated money towards the down payment for the site and building; and 

WHEREAS, Rev. Rosa Lee Porter, known to many as “Mother Porter” led the congregation of St. Matthew A.M.E Church until her retirement in 1981.  During this time, she made many contributions to the church and community, including a weekly prison ministry at the Ingham County Jail; and 

WHEREAS, since the retirement of Rev. Rosa Lee Porter, the following individuals have served as pastors of St. Matthew A.M.E. Church: Rev. Louis T. Perry (1981-1986), Rev. Alfred Watts (1986-1992), Rev. Dr. Versey Williams (1992-1993), Rev. Joseph Funchess (1992-2003), Rev. Ernest Evans (2003-2006), Rev. Dr. Helen Rogers (2006-2011) and Rev. John Burns (2011-2014); and 

WHEREAS, the Rev. Dr. Kay Porter has served as pastor since 2014.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors the founder and members of St. Matthew A.M.E Church as they begin to celebrate 50 years of ministry.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes them continued success in all of their future endeavors.

