ADOPTED - March 14, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 22

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CREATING THE INGHAM COUNTY INDIGENT DEFENSE SYSTEM COLLABORATIVE COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION # 17 – 075
WHEREAS, the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission (MIDC) was created by the Indigent Defense Commission Act, Mich. Comp. Laws 780.981 et seq, in 2013 after an advisory commission recommended improvements to the state’s indigent defense system; and 

WHEREAS, the MIDC’s mission is to develop and oversee the implementation, enforcement, and modification of minimum standards, rules, and procedures to ensure that criminal defense services are delivered to indigent adults consistent with the safeguards of the United States constitution, the Michigan constitution of 1963, and with the Indigent Defense Commission Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Indigent Defense Commission Act requires that the Indigent Defense Commission meets state constitutional obligations and maintains independence from the judiciary while continuing its work to maintain a fair indigent criminal defense system in Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, the following minimum standards have been proposed:

· Education and Training of Defense Counsel;

· Initial Interview;

· Investigation and Experts; and

· Counsel at First Appearance and Other Critical Stages; and

WHEREAS, a period of public review and comment on these proposed standards will continue through March 9, 2017, with final state approval expected shortly thereafter;

WHEREAS, within 180 days of the state’s final approval of the minimum standards, every local indigent defense system must submit a plan to comply with the minimum standards and to provide quality defense to indigent people who are accused of crimes. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby appoints the Ingham County Indigent Defense System Collaborative Committee to develop and submit a plan that meets the minimum statutory standards and a cost analysis to the MIDC. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Indigent Defense System Collaborative Committee shall consist of the following membership, subject to the approval of the respective governing entities, as follows:

Ingham County Board of Commissioners

Chair of the Law & Courts Committee 

Ingham County Controller’s Office 

One designee of the Controller 

55th District Court 

Chief Judge or their designee

Court Administrator or their designee

30th Circuit Court 

Chief Judge or their designee

Court Administrator or their designee

Ingham County Bar Association

Up to Three Criminal Defense Attorneys 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Indigent Defense System Collaborative Committee may also include the following as ex officio members: 
Ingham County Board of Commissioners

Up to Two Additional Members of the Law & Courts Committee

Michigan Indigent Defense Commission
Regional Administrator

54-A, Lansing District Court 

Chief Judge or their designee

Court Administrator or their designee
54-B, East Lansing District Court 

Chief Judge or their designee

Court Administrator or their designee

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Hope, Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Banas     Approved  3/02/2017
