ADOPTED - March 14, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 24

Introduced by the Law & Courts, County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ADD TWO PART-TIME JUVENILE DETENTION SPECIALIST POSITIONS

RESOLUTION # 17 – 077
WHEREAS, the Youth Center provides short term secure detention for 24 delinquent youth from ages 12 to 17. The Youth Center is a self-contained program where youth are closely monitored in a structured setting 24 hours a day; and

WHEREAS, the Youth Center is staffed by Juvenile Detention Specialists (JDS) who provide direct care services to detained juveniles; and supervise, guide and counsel juveniles through daily activities within the framework of the detention environment; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Child Welfare Licensing defines a direct care worker as a person who has assigned child care responsibilities and provides direct care and supervision of children in a facility; and 

WHEREAS, the Division of Child Welfare Licensing rule 400.123 states that a facility shall maintain a staffing ration of at least one direct care or supervisory staff for eight residents at all times when the residents are present and awake; and 

WHEREAS, Currently the Youth Center has three JDS staff working first shift (7:00 am – 3:00 pm).  One JDS is  assigned to each of the two dayrooms and one JDS assigned to be a “floater” and is often pulled away from direct care duties, therefore compromising facility security and licensing requirements; and

WHEREAS, the current staffing ratio is not in compliance with the Division of Child Welfare Licensing staffing ratios and places residents and staff at higher risk of harm; and

WHEREAS, adding two part-time JDS positions would bring the Youth Center in compliance with licensing ratios; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention issued a report in February 2009 stating that 71 percent of suicides occurred in detention facilities during traditional waking hours; and 

WHEREAS, the UAW has reviewed the proposal and supports adding two part-time JDS positions; and

WHEREAS, the JDS position is compensated at a UAW/G level; and

WHEREAS, the Family Division has identified funds within the current 2017 budget to cover the cost.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Family Division shall add two part-time Juvenile Detention Specialist positions compensated at UAW/G level to fulfill safety and licensing requirements.

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to adjust the Family Division’s budget in accordance with this resolution. 

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Hope, Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Banas     Approved  3/02/2017
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Crenshaw, Grebner, Koenig, Sebolt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Celentino, Nolan     Approved  3/07/2017

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, McGrain, Hope, Anthony, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, Schafer     Approved  3/08/2017

