ADOPTED – JUNE 13, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 24

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING MARY ASHLEY 

RESOLUTION # 17 – 242
WHEREAS, Mary Ashley began her career with the Ingham County Health Department (ICHD) in September 2003 as a Family Child Infant Advocate with the Jump Start Family Outreach Program where she worked as a home visitor with the Early Head Start (EHS) program; and 

WHEREAS, Mary’s previous experiences as a home visitor with the Branch County Intermediate School District where she and her colleagues successfully implemented the Parents as Teachers program proved to be an asset to the EHS program; and 

WHEREAS, in her role with EHS, Mary provided weekly home visits to pregnant women and families with young children for up to three years in order to prepare them to enter preschool; and

WHEREAS, Mary utilized a strengths-based approach to her work with families, providing education on child development, approaches to discipline, and developing support systems while also connecting those families to medical homes and monitoring health behaviors in order to track positive health outcomes for them; and 
WHEREAS, Mary regularly utilized her endorsement from the Michigan Association of Infant Mental Health (MI-AIMH) to provide intensive case management services to families throughout Ingham County; and  

WHEREAS, Mary’s community connections involved working regularly with staff from both the Community Mental Health Authority and the Early On program which allowed her to provide coordinated services for high risk families and children; and 

WHEREAS, Mary remains a tireless advocate for health equity and social justice issues for her families and our community, regularly participating in the Michigan Power to Thrive initiative through Action of Greater Lansing; and 

WHEREAS, although Mary’s kind and supportive nature, along with her willingness to help out any member of her team will be missed, the legacy of her work at ICHD, Family Outreach Services, EHS, and with women and families in our community will last many years; and

WHEREAS, after 13 years of dedicated service to the citizens of Ingham County, Mary Ashley retired on May 5th, 2017.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Mary Ashley for 13 years of dedicated service to the community and for the contributions she has made to ICHD.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board wishes her well in all of her future endeavors.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Sebolt, Nolan, McGrain, Anthony, Banas, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  6/05/2017
