ADOPTED – JULY 25, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A COMPLETE STREETS POLICY
FOR INGHAM COUNTY
RESOLUTION # 17 – 273

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 134 of 2010 requires that master plans include all components of a transportation system and their interconnectivity to provide for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods in a manner that is appropriate to the context of the community and, as applicable considers all legal users of the public right-of-way; and
WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 135 of 2010 provides a definition of and guidance for the adoption of complete streets policies; and
WHEREAS, complete streets designs establish a higher quality of life that helps to attract and retain talented individuals and families within our communities and help to increase property values; and
WHEREAS, making it easier for residents and visitors to take transit, walk, or bike to their destinations correlate to increases in consumer spending; and
WHEREAS, allowing for more transportation options for pedestrian and non-motorized traffic has health and environmental benefits for our residents; and
WHEREAS, several communities in Ingham County have already adopted their own complete streets policies.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners adopts the attached Complete Streets Policy.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Crenshaw, Grebner, Nolan, Koenig, Sebolt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  7/18/2017
INGHAM COUNTY COMPLETE STREETS POLICY
Definitions:

COMPLETE STREETS INFRASTRUCTURE:  Roadways which are planned, designed, and constructed to provide appropriate access to all legal users in a manner that promotes safe and efficient movement of people and goods whether by car, truck, transit, assistive device, foot, or bicycle. 

STREET PROJECT:  The construction, reconstruction, retrofit, or alteration, and includes the planning, design, approval, and implementation processes, except that "street project" does not include maintenance such as cleaning, sweeping, mowing, spot repair, or interim measures on detour routes. 

USERS:  Legal users of the public right-of-way, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicle drivers, public transportation riders and drivers, and people of all ages and abilities.

The intent of this policy is to provide a context for the Ingham County Road Department when working with communities seeking safe, convenient, and comfortable routes for multiple modes of transportation including but not limited to walking, bicycling, personal vehicles and public transportation while encouraging healthy, active living, reduced traffic congestion and dependence on fossil fuels, and improved safety and quality of life for residents of Ingham County.

To the extent required by local ordinance, and as feasible per approved project budgets, factors described below in this policy, and recognized road design and safety guidelines, the Ingham County Road Department will incorporate local complete streets policies into County road projects.  The Road Department may need to request local match participation from Townships requesting Complete Streets improvements over and above projected budgets. The Department shall approach every transportation project and program as an opportunity to improve public and private streets and the transportation network for all users when working with municipalities who have adopted complete streets ordinances.

To the extent possible, the Department shall take into consideration various forms of complete streets infrastructure, including boulevards, medians, signage and markings sufficient to enable safe travel along and across the road right-of-way for each category of users for every street project on public or private streets.

The Department shall place importance on complete streets infrastructure when projects are near public facilities including, but not limited to, schools, government facilities, libraries, public health facilities, parks and hospitals. Consideration should also be given to projects that will serve traditionally underserved or marginalized populations.
The Department shall monitor opportunities for connections across jurisdictions to provide a more regionalized and connected system of complete streets infrastructure. This includes working with adjacent municipalities which have not adopted complete streets policies to allow complete streets routes to come to a natural stopping point at places such as intersections or road ends, rather that arbitrarily stopping at municipal boundaries. 

Implementation of each project should take into consideration factors such as: whether use by non-motorized users is prohibited by law; if the cost would be excessively disproportionate to the need or probable future use over the long term; if there is an absence of current or future need; or if inclusion of such infrastructure would be unreasonable or inappropriate in light of the scope of the project. The Department shall also evaluate the impact of the proposed project on safe travel by all users and identify measures to mitigate any adverse impacts.
To the extent possible, the Department shall encourage all municipalities to adopt locally tailored urban, suburban and rural complete streets policies so as to create a comprehensive and integrated transportation network throughout the county. The Department shall offer assistance in addressing short-term and long-term steps and planning, and assessing potential obstacles to implementing complete streets practices.
If the Department determines that complete streets infrastructure is to be removed, a representative of the Department shall explain its reasoning for doing so at an appropriate public meeting of the municipality affected by the removal. Upon request, a representative of the Department shall attend a public hearing convened by the affected municipality to discuss the removal of complete streets infrastructure.
