ADOPTED – SEPTEMBER 26, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 37

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INGHAM COUNTY MCOLES LICENSED DEPUTIES, FIREARMS INSTRUCTORS, AND DEPUTIES ASSIGNED TO THE HOSPITAL GUARD TEAM TO ENTER INTO A FIREARM PURCHASE PROGRAM WITH THE INGHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

RESOLUTION # 17 – 368
WHEREAS, Ingham County MCOLES licensed Deputies, firearms instructors, and hospital guard team members are required to utilize a firearm while in the course of their duties while employed by the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office does not have the financial means to provide each licensed Deputy, firearms instructor, or hospital guard team member with the industry’s standard of firearm and equipment; and

WHEREAS, by initiation of this program, the Sheriff’s Office will lower county liability by allowing licensed Deputies, firearms instructors, and hospital guard team members to have the most current, up to date firearm technology systems; and

WHEREAS, this program is structured similar to the East Lansing Police Department, Meridian Township Police Department, Eaton County Sheriff’s Office, Warren City Police Department, Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office and Southfield Police Department, Officer/Deputy rifle or firearm purchase programs; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County licensed Deputies, firearms instructors, and hospital guard team members will enter an agreement to purchase individual rifles, safes, and firearms consistent with their assignment to maintain service to Ingham County while upholding the safety of the county citizens; and 

WHEREAS, this program will allow Ingham County licensed Deputies, firearms instructors, and hospital guard team members to enter an agreement to purchase individual rifles, firearms, and secure safes consistent with their assignment for their ownership, but use said firearms to maintain service to Ingham County while upholding the safety of the county citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office Firearms Purchase Program would run from October 2017 through October 2019 totaling up to 120 Officer rifles, firearms, safes, and firearm accessories purchased at a rate of no more than $3500.00 per officer consistent with their assignment for a total of up to $420,000.00; and  

WHEREAS, each individual licensed Deputy, firearms instructor, and hospital guard team member, shall pay back, via payroll deductions, the cost of said equipment over a two year period (52 paychecks). 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office to purchase firearms and related equipment for each MCOLES licensed Deputy, firearms instructor, and hospital guard team member through the Firearms Purchase Program and provide Ingham County with Law Enforcement services while maintaining the industry firearms standard.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office Firearms Purchase Program would run from October 2017 through October 2019 totaling up to 120 Officer’s rifles, firearms, safes, and firearm accessories purchased at a rate of no more than $3,500.00 per officer consistent with their assignment, for a total of up to $420,000.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this program will be funded with cash from the employee benefit fund to be reimbursed by employees.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that employees will not take ownership of the equipment until the total cost has been fully reimbursed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners directs the Controller to make the necessary budget adjustments in the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office 2017- 2019 budgets.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sheriff’s Office is authorized to establish an agreement with the unions representing employees that will participate in the program to clarify the voluntary nature of the program and potential forfeiture of funds if not paid in full or if an employee does not remain employed for the full two year period.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners and the Sheriff are authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Hope, Banas, Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Schafer     Approved  9/14/2017
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, McGrain, Hope, Anthony, Schafer, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  9/20/2017

