ADOPTED – OCTOBER 10, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 23

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT FOR ATTORNEY SERVICES

FOR THE JUVENILE DIVISION

RESOLUTION #17 – 390

WHEREAS, the County Circuit Court Juvenile Division, by statute and Constitution, must provide legal counsel to juveniles in delinquency cases who are indigent; and

WHEREAS, the County Circuit Court Juvenile Division, by statute and Constitution, must provide Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation for children in neglect and abuse cases; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division, to reduce cost for attorney fees and provide consistent and efficient legal services for children, has contracted with attorneys; and

WHEREAS, in the 2017 budget approved by the Board of Commissioners, funds were approved to continue the existing delinquency and Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem contracts; and

WHEREAS, one of the existing Lawyer Guardian Ad Litems has resigned their position, creating a cascade of movement amongst the Lawyer Guardian Ad Litems, as detailed below; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division recommends extending the contract for Attorney Peter Brown, to provide legal representation on juvenile delinquency and truancy cases assigned to Judge Richard J. Garcia effective January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018 in the amount of $2,104.16 per month, not to exceed $25,250.00; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division recommends extending the contracts for Attorney Steven Feigelson and Attorney Robert Ochodnicky to provide legal representation, on one-half of the juvenile delinquency cases, respectively, assigned to Judge R. George Economy October 1, 2017 through December 31, 2018 in the amount of $1,010.00 per month, per attorney, not to exceed $15,150.00; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division recommends entering into contracts with the following Lawyer Guardian Ad Litems to represent children in neglect and abuse cases, effective October 1, 2017 through December 31, 2018:

· Attorney Michael Van Huysse, for Judge R. George Economy, at $3,282.50 a month, not to exceed $49,237.50.

· Attorney Keith Watson, for Judge Janelle A. Lawless, at $4,040.00 a month, not to exceed $60,600.00.

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division recommends entering into contracts with the following Lawyer Guardian Ad Litems to represent children in neglect and abuse cases, effective January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018:

· Attorney Kaitlin Fish, for Judge Richard J. Garcia, at $4,040.00 a month, not to exceed $48,480.00.  

· Attorney Michael Staake, for Judge Laura Baird, at $4,040.00 a month, not to exceed $48,480.00.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby approve the legal counsel for children, at the rates designated within said resolution:

· Attorney Peter Brown, for Judge Richard J. Garcia, at $2,104.16 per month, not to exceed $25,250.00.  Effective 1-01-2018 through 12-31-2018;

· Attorney Steven Feigelson, for Judge R. George Economy, at $1,010.00 a month, not to exceed $15,150.00.  Effective 10-01-2017 through 12-31-2018;

· Attorney Robert Ochodnicky, for Judge R. George Economy, at $1,010.00 a month, not to exceed $15,150.00.  Effective 10-01-2017 through 12-31-2018;

· Attorney Michael Van Huysse, for Judge R. George Economy, at $3,282.50 a month, not to exceed $49,237.50.  Effective 10-01-2017 through 12-31-2018;

· Attorney Kaitlin Fish, for Judge Richard J. Garcia, at $4,040.00 a month, not to exceed $48,480.00.  Effective 01-01-2018 through 12-31-2018;

· Attorney Michael Staake, for Judge Laura Baird, at $4,040.00 a month, not to exceed $48,480.00.  Effective 01-01-2018 through 12-31-2018; and

· Attorney Keith Watson, for Judge Janelle A. Lawless, at $4,040.00 a month, not to exceed $60,600.00.  Effective 10-01-2017 through 12-31-2018.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioner is authorized to sign any necessary contractual documents consistent with this Resolution and approved to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Hope, Banas, Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  9/28/2017
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Hope, Anthony, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  McGrain, Tennis, Schafer     Approved  10/04/2017

