ADOPTED - APRIL 10, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR NET NEUTRALITY PROTECTIONS 

RESOLUTION # 18 – 139

WHEREAS, the United States has progressed in developing highly-connected communities, an effort which will accelerate even further as the technological landscape surrounding the internet of things and autonomous vehicles develops; and

WHEREAS, an unrestricted and open Internet forms the backbone of the 21st Century economy; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes the direct and substantial benefits that broadband connectivity and access to an unrestricted and open Internet have in our communities; and

WHEREAS, local economies, educational institutions, government agencies, and communities, in general, increasingly rely on broadband connectivity and the transformative power of the Internet to drive economic growth, individual and community development, and improve government service and accountability for all our citizens; and

WHEREAS, critical to our communities’ reliance on the Internet is the confidence that our use of the Internet is not subject to the whims, discretion, or economic incentives of gatekeeper service providers to control or manipulate the experience of Internet users; and

WHEREAS, paid prioritization schemes developed by broadband providers have a particularly negative impact on middle and working-class families, stifle innovation and threatens businesses and consumers by restricting access to certain types of online content and services to those who cannot afford to pay more.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby supports proposals that support an unrestricted and open Internet accessible to all local communities that do not preempt state and local government ability to respond to the unique challenges faced in our communities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners urges legislators at the state and federal level to protect, preserve, and enforce strong Net Neutrality protections in any regulatory framework because anything less will undermine the investment, innovation, and freedom Americans enjoy and expect online and that this resolution be transmitted to such legislators.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Sebolt, Grebner, Celentino, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  04/03/2018 
