ADOPTED - APRIL 24, 2018
AGENDA ITEM NO. 30
Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE APRIL 28, 2018, AS 

WORKERS MEMORIAL DAY IN INGHAM COUNTY
RESOLUTION # 18 – 193

WHEREAS, in 1970, the United States Congress passed the Occupational Safety and Health Act, which ensured that every worker had the right to work in a safe environment; and

WHEREAS, subsequent decades of advocacy and struggle by labor unions have resulted in greater protections for workers against the hazards posed by benzene, asbestos, silica dust, and other known carcinogens, among other dangers; and

WHEREAS, despite these advancements, every year more than 10,000 workers across the United States are injured or made ill by unsafe working conditions; an average of 150 workers die every day as a result of their work; and in 2016, 5,200 men and women died on the job across the United States, the highest number in years; and

WHEREAS, Michigan has one of the lowest average employer penalties for violations of workplace safety regulations, ranking 44 out of 50 states; with the current number of inspectors, Michigan’s workplaces will be inspected at a rate of once every 53 years; and

WHEREAS, Latino workers, both those born inside and outside the United States, face greater risk of serious workplace injury or death as do other foreign-born workers; workers age 55 and older are at greater risk of dying as a result of workplace injury than are their younger counterparts; and

WHEREAS, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the industries that see the most injuries are (1) agriculture, forestry and fishing; (2) transportation and warehousing; (3) mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction; and (4) construction; and

WHEREAS, despite the gains made over the past four decades and the work that remains to be done to improve worker safety, the current Congress and President have repealed a rule that required employers to keep accurate injury records and another rule that holds government contractors accountable for violating safety and labor laws; the current Congress and President plan to repeal even more regulations impacting worker health and safety; and

WHEREAS, the unions of the AFL-CIO have designated April 28 as Workers Memorial Day, a day to honor those who have suffered and died as a result of injury or illness resulting from their work.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners designates April 28, 2018 as Workers Memorial Day in Ingham County and the Board commends the efforts of the AFL-CIO’s unions and other labor organizations who have improved worker safety in Ingham County and throughout the United States.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners will send a copy of this resolution to Ingham County’s congressional delegation and state legislators to urge action to better protect all workers.

