ADOPTED - JUNE 12, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the 

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE OF A 

HIGHWAY EASEMENT FOR THE JOLLY-OKEMOS PROJECT
RESOLUTION # 18 – 252
WHEREAS, the Road department is currently improving the Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection in a project authorized per Resolution #17-237 adopted June 13, 2017, to add right turn lanes and upgrade the traffic signals for improved traffic flow, resurface the pavement, improve drainage, and improve the pedestrian facilities including sidewalks, ADA ramps (per Americans with Disabilities Act), audible pedestrian signals and cross-walks; and 

WHEREAS, the Road department has received numerous citizen inquiries for enhancing pedestrian facilities to the extent possible on the above-mentioned subject project including from various disabled and/or handicapped persons who indicate they use the sidewalks in the subject area; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Complete Streets Policy adopted per Resolution #17-273 on July 25, 2017, calls for including pedestrian improvements among other “complete streets” enhancements to the extent possible, to enable safe travel along county roadways for all modes of travel; and

WHEREAS, it is thus desired to fill in a sidewalk gap on the south side of Jolly Road west of Okemos Road in front of a McDonald’s restaurant parking lot and the Marathon gas station on the southwest corner of Jolly and Okemos Roads as part of the subject project; and 

WHEREAS, the subject Marathon gas station and McDonalds parking lot exist without sidewalk on their Jolly Road frontages, and there are no known plans for either property to be redeveloped or for the above-mentioned sidewalk gap to be constructed by any other means, it is therefore unlikely the subject frontages would ever receive a sidewalk in the foreseeable future without being included in the current intersection project; and

WHEREAS, the existing right of way (ROW) width on the south half of Jolly Road along the subject Marathon gas station frontage is only 33 feet from center of ROW, which is a section line, and is the Meridian-Alaiedon Township boundary line, and the south half of Jolly Road with the proposed widening for an eastbound to southbound right turn lane will nearly fully occupy the existing 33 ft. south half ROW (existing ROW on McDonald’s parking lot Jolly Road frontage is sufficiently wide in which to add sidewalk); and

WHEREAS, an easement from the Marathon gas station owner, Hop Family LLC, is thus needed to construct sidewalk in the gap described above, which, under the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (the Uniform Act), must be purchased at just compensation, which is typically fair market value for the area of land to be encumbered by the proposed easement; and 

WHEREAS, Road Department staff and representatives of Marathon owner, Hop Family LLC, Wyoming, MI, have tentatively agreed to compensation for the 10 ft. wide, 2000 square foot, proposed easement of $10,000.00, in addition to reconstructing of Marathon’s westerly Jolly Road driveway, removal of their easterly Jolly Road driveway, besides construction of the sidewalk itself and restoration of the greenbelt, subject to approval of this resolution by the Ingham county Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the Marathon owners are waiving their right under the Uniform Act to a formal appraisal of the proposed easement, however the actual appraised value of the easement plus the cost of appraisal would likely be at least equal to, if not greater than, the above mentioned negotiated compensation of $10,000 plus driveway, sidewalk and restoration work, and thus this is deemed a fair and reasonable settlement for the proposed 10 ft. wide, 2000 square foot highway easement; and  

WHEREAS, the Road department initially approached the Marathon owners for an easement on their Jolly Road frontage, but to avoid property impact and minimize cost, only a 5 ft. wide, 1025 square foot easement minimally necessary to construct the subject road improvements was obtained in exchange only for driveway improvement and restoration as part of the subject intersection project; and  

WHEREAS, the above mentioned 5 ft. wide, 1025 square foot easement would not have allowed sufficient width for a sidewalk to be set back from the road somewhat as necessary for better pedestrian safety and less plowed snow accumulation on the sidewalk; and

WHEREAS, upon receiving additional concerns from disabled and/or handicapped persons who indicate they use the sidewalks in the area and very much desired to have the subject sidewalk gap filled in, the Road department again approached the Marathon owners for the full 10 ft. wide, 2000 square foot easement necessary to add sidewalk on the Marathon frontage, for which the Marathon owners required the above mentioned $10,000 compensation as well as the driveway improvements in compensation for the whole 2000 square foot easement. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the purchase of the subject, proposed, 2000 square foot highway easement, on the property parcel of the Marathon gas station on the south side of Jolly Road immediately west of Okemos Road, in section 4 of Alaiedon Township, and to compensate the Marathon owner, Hop Family LLC, Wyoming, MI, $10,000.00 plus related driveway, sidewalk and restoration work using County Road Fund match funding budgeted for the subject Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection improvement project, 1,025 square feet of which has already been conveyed to the Road department as mentioned above, and 975 square feet of which is to be additionally conveyed upon approval of this resolution to comprise the whole, proposed, 10 foot wide, 2000 square foot easement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chairperson to sign any necessary purchase agreement that is consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.   

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Sebolt, Grebner, Celentino, Hope, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  06/05/2018

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Anthony, Crenshaw, Tennis, Koenig, Louney, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  06/06/2018

