APPROVED – JULY 24, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 50
Introduced by Commissioner Sebolt of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CONTROLLER TO PLACE THE DIRECTOR AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE INGHAM COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL AND SHELTER ON SUSPENSION WITH PAY
RESOLUTION #18-325

WHEREAS, the decline in health and/or euthanasia of five dogs in the care of Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter led to an external investigation being conducted by the Michigan Humane Society, requested by the Director of the Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter; and

WHEREAS, the report issued by the Michigan Humane Society identified 14 factors that contributed to the suffering and neglect of the above-mentioned animals. Included in these factors where lack of written procedure, lack of communication and lack of awareness and response by the Director to address critical issues; and

WHEREAS, two of the above-mentioned animals had been in the care of Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter for approximately nine months when external veterinary examinations determined they suffered from neglect; and

WHEREAS, numerous members of the community and animal shelter volunteers have expressed concern for the conduct of the Director and Assistant Director of Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter; and

WHEREAS, two additional investigations are now being conducted, including an internal investigation by the Ingham County Controller’s Office and one by the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development; and

WHEREAS, the Law and Courts Committee of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners voted to request the Controller place the Director and Assistant Director of the Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter on a suspension with pay at their July 12, 2018 meeting by a majority vote of the Committee.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners directs the Controller to place the Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter Director John Dinon and Assistant Director Anne Burns on suspension with pay until the results of the Controller’s investigation are presented at a meeting of the full Board of Commissioners
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the decision to reinstate or pursue disciplinary measures for Director Dinon and Assistant Director Burns shall be made by the full Board of Commissioners.
