ADOPTED – AUGUST 28, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 40

Introduced by the Law & Courts, County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CREATING A CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER POSITION
RESOLUTION # 18 – 355

WHEREAS, every local indigent defense system was required by the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission to submit a plan to comply with the first four minimum standards and to provide quality defense to indigent people who are accused of crimes; and 
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners accepted the compliance plan created by the Ingham County Indigent Defense Collaborative Committee and funding has been approved by the State of Michigan, effective October 1, 2018; and 
WHEREAS, the recommended Public Defenders Office included in this plan will be administered by Ingham County to provide indigent defense and related services at the 30th Circuit Court, 54A District Court, 54B District Court, and the 55th District Court; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners must authorize the staffing and budget in order to create the Public Defender’s Office; and 
WHEREAS, the Public Defenders Office will be led by a Chief Public Defender; and 
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Indigent Defense Collaborative Committee has discussed the requirements of the position and has recommended the attached job description; and has also recommended that the position report to the Board of Commissioners; and 
WHEREAS, the Human Resources Department has point-rated the job description and is recommending this position be classified MCF17 (salary range $104,116 to $124,968); and  

WHEREAS, the Public Defenders Office will include a total of 36.5 full-time equivalents; and

WHEREAS, the total Public Defenders Office budget and staffing will be brought to the Board of Commissioners for approval at a later date; and

WHEREAS, it is desirable to have the Chief Public Defender position filled as soon as possible to lead the creation of the Public Defenders Office.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes creation of a Chief Public Defender position, MCF17, effective immediately.

BE FURTHER IT RESOLVED, that a budget of $194,238 is approved in the newly created fund 260, to include necessary funding for the wages, fringes, and equipment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, although funding for the position will be available October 1, 2018, if it is possible to fill the position sooner, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes any necessary budget adjustments for funding prior to that date. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make the necessary adjustments to the 2018 budget and position allocation list.  
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Crenshaw, Celentino, Anthony, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Hope, Banas     Approved  08/16/2018
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Sebolt, Grebner, Celentino, Hope, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  08/21/2018

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Anthony, Crenshaw, Tennis, Koenig, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  08/22/2018

