ADOPTED - SEPTEMBER 25, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION ON ACCESSIBLE VOTING MACHINES

RESOLUTION # 18 - 365
WHEREAS, universal suffrage, the hard-won right of every citizen to vote freely and secretly, is the bedrock upon which our society functions; and
WHEREAS, the “Help America Vote Act” (HAVA) has greatly strengthened these rights by requiring voting officials to take all necessary steps to see that all voters including blind and otherwise disabled voters receive a fully accessible secret and unified voting experience; and

WHEREAS, since the implementation of HAVA, we have made great progress in the development and use of accessible voting machines; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes the importance of providing blind and otherwise disabled people the right to cast a fully private and independent ballot by supporting the adoption and implementation of the Help America Vote Act of 2002; and 
WHEREAS, the Help America Vote Act of 2002 enables blind voters and other voters with disabilities to exercise their right to vote privately and independently at each polling location by requiring at least one voting system accessible to individuals with disabilities in a manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation in the voting process including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and visually impaired; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan recently completed the process of evaluating and certifying new voting machines and equipment to replace aging voting machines and equipment purchased over ten years ago to comply with the provisions of the Help America Vote Act of 2002; and
WHEREAS, the State of Michigan concluded that three different voting machines and equipment were deemed to comply with the provisions of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 including Dominion, Hart, and ES&S that could be purchased by each county in Michigan; and
WHEREAS, a majority of the counties in Michigan purchased voting machines and equipment from either Dominion or Hart which were not deemed to be fully accessible to blind and visually impaired voters during a mock election where all three voting machines and equipment were on display to be tested by voters in Michigan; and
WHEREAS, blind and visually impaired voters who live in the counties where the Dominion or Hart voting machines and equipment were purchased were not able to exercise their right to vote privately and independently in the same manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation in the voting process during the August primary election as called upon in the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners assembled on this twenty-fifth day of September, 2018 in the city of Mason, Michigan that this organization condemn and deplore the certification of voting machines and equipment that are not fully accessible to blind and visually impaired voters by the Michigan Bureau of Elections and the Secretary of State of Michigan, and the purchase of voting machines and equipment that are not fully accessible to blind and visually impaired voters by county clerks.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners take any and all necessary actions to ensure blind and visually impaired voters in Ingham County, Michigan can exercise their right to vote privately and independently in a manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation in the voting process as called upon in the Help America Vote Act of 2002.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Sebolt, Grebner, Celentino, Hope, Maiville
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