ADOPTED – FEBRUARY 12, 2019

AGENDA ITEM NO. 13
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING JENNIFER ALLSWEDE ON THE 

EVENT OF HER RETIREMENT

RESOLUTION # 19 – 043
WHEREAS, Jennifer Allswede began her career at the Ingham County Health Department (ICHD) as a Family Child Infant Advocate with the Early Head Start (EHS) Program on October 6, 2003; and 

WHEREAS, in that role, Jennifer provided voluntary home visiting services to pregnant women and families with children under three years of age, provided child development information, and worked to ensure that children were healthy and developing on track; and

WHEREAS, in 2006, Jennifer moved to a similar role with the Jump Start Family Outreach Program; and

WHEREAS, in that role, Jennifer worked with families who were identified to be at risk for child abuse and neglect and, in addition to home visiting services, regularly provided presentations at area schools and other community sites where she facilitated play groups and other events for families; and

WHEREAS, in 2008, Jump Start Family Outreach Program transitioned to Family Outreach Services; and

WHEREAS, Jennifer was particularly skilled at working with teens and clients with cognitive challenges by making sure that the information that she brought to them was relevant and understandable; and 

WHEREAS, Jennifer modeled the skills that she taught; and  

WHEREAS, on September 5, 2014, Jennifer became a Community Health Worker (CHW) with the Pathways to Care Program (previously called Pathways to Better Health); and

WHEREAS, in that role, Jennifer provided home visiting services to inform eligible or potentially eligible clients about Medicaid, how to access Medicaid programs and how to overcome barriers to care; and

WHEREAS, Jennifer provided support to incoming CHWs, sharing her valuable insight, perspective, guidance, and resources as a seasoned CHW; and

WHEREAS, Jennifer additionally provided healthy lifestyle behavior support through the WISEWOMAN program by identifying and discussing risk factors for cardiovascular disease, encouraging healthy lifestyle choices, and addressing health equity and social justice issues; and

WHEREAS, Jennifer was passionate about assisting the community in giving them the tools and the resources they needed to continue to become self-advocates for their medical and social needs; and 

WHEREAS, with more than 15 years of dedicated service to the Ingham County Health Department, Jennifer is retiring from her position as a Community Health Worker.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Jennifer Allswede for her 15 years of dedication and commitment to the County of Ingham and extends its sincere appreciation for the many contributions she has made to the citizens of Ingham.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners extends its best wishes to Jennifer and hopes for continued success in all of her future endeavors.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Trubac, Sebolt, Morgan, Slaughter, Stivers, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  02/04/2019

