ADOPTED – MARCH 24, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 30

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AGREEMENTS WITH LICENSED MEDICAL PROVIDERS

RESOLUTION #20 – 137

WHEREAS, Ingham County Health Department (ICHD) seeks authorization to contract with licensed medical providers (Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, and Physician Assistants) for limited temporary coverage or equivalent staff position vacancies; and 

WHEREAS, ICHD’s Community Health Centers (CHCs) have experienced vacancies in medical provider positions, particularly Physician positions, throughout the Ingham CHC locations; and 

WHEREAS, temporary and prolonged vacancies in medical provider positions affect access to care for patients and affect collaborative arrangements between Nurse Practitioner and Physician Assistant positions, which require a supervising Physician; and 

WHEREAS, contracting for temporary partial service hours (less than full time status) from local licensed providers, particularly retired or former employees in good standing, offers an effective coverage alternative to costly Locum Tenens services; and

WHEREAS, the Health Centers require a contractual option, in addition to existing recruiting efforts and Locum Tenens service agreements, in order to be flexible and capture available provider services that maintain service delivery levels and revenue generation until the time that the permanent positions can be successfully filled; and

WHEREAS, the CHCs have been successful in covering Dentist vacancies through similar contracts; and

WHEREAS, the same degree of flexibility to directly contract, in addition to existing recruiting efforts and Locum Tenens service agreements, is needed in order to capture available provider services that can help maintain service delivery levels and revenue generation until permanent positions are successfully filled; and

WHEREAS, service contacts would be effective for Calendar Year 2020 (January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020), and rates shall not exceed the hourly rate of the equivalent staff position salary:  

	Physicians (Internal Medicine or Family Medicine)
	$86.92/hour

	Nurse Practitioners 
	$46.34/hour

	Physician Assistants
	$46.34/hour


WHEREAS, the costs of medical provider temporary agreements shall be covered through the total unexpended budget of vacant positions; and 

WHEREAS, authorization for these agreements shall renew each calendar year and rates adjust for salary increases with each year; and

WHEREAS, the Health Officer recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorizes ICHC medical provider services contracts with licensed Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, and Physician Assistants for coverage or equivalent staff position vacancies effective January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 and will auto-renew annually. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes ICHC medical provider services contracts with licensed Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, and Physician Assistants for coverage or equivalent staff position vacancies for calendar year 2020 (January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020) at the following rates:

	Physicians (Internal Medicine or Family Medicine)
	$86.92/hour

	Nurse Practitioners 
	$46.34/hour

	Physician Assistants
	$46.34/hour


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that total costs of ICHC Medical Provider service agreements shall not exceed unexpended budgeted amounts of vacant positions within the budget period.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution upon approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Trubac, Stivers, Tennis, Koenig, Slaughter, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Morgan     Approved  03/16/2020

