APPROVED – JUNE 23, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION APPROVING COVID-19 RELATED MERS TEMPORARY MODIFICATION 

TO BENEFIT PROVISIONS 

RESOLUTION #20 – 261

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 outbreak has caused significant disruption in the normal conduct of life for many Ingham County employees and their families which may result in significant financial hardship; and


WHEREAS, in recognition of the impact to local units of government and adjustments to their workforce to maintain essential services and comply with the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” directive and the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, the Michigan Employees’ Retirement System (MERS) is allowing temporary adjustments to the definition of compensation by employers provided that such adjustments do not result in a diminishment of benefit for participants; and 

WHEREAS, Ingham County is participating in a Work Share Program authorized by Resolution #20-227 which reduces employee work schedules from June 1, 2020 through July 31, 2020; and

WHEREAS, making adjustments so that MERS will skip the months of June 2020 and July 2020 when determining an employee’s final average compensation for benefit calculation will have the result such that the reduction in wages experienced by employees during the Work Share Program does not negatively impact that benefit calculation; and 

WHEREAS, Ingham County Labor Unions support approval of such modification; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners desires to approve such modification.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby approves such modification.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes any amendment of retirement plans necessary to include such modification.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract agreement(s) upon approval as to form by the County Attorney. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Controller/Administrator to sign any forms and correspondence necessary for activity authorized by this resolution.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Celentino, Grebner, Koenig, Stivers, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  06/16/2020
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Tennis, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  06/17/2020

