ADOPTED – OCTOBER 13, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 21

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE INGHAM COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER AND 

THE INGHAM COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT’S EFFORTS TO PREVENT THE 

SPREAD OF COVID-19

RESOLUTION #20 – 428

WHEREAS, The COVID-19 pandemic has affected Ingham County greatly with 3,638 positive cases and 51 deaths as of October 3, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued more than 180 Executive Orders under authority derived from the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 to protect the public health during the pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Supreme Court ruled on October 2, 2020 that Governor Whitmer lacked "the authority to declare a 'state of emergency' or a 'state of disaster' under the 1976 Emergency Management Act after April 30, 2020 and that the 1945 Emergency Powers of Governor Act is in violation of the Constitution because it "purports to delegate to the executive branch the legislative powers of state government."; and

WHEREAS, in the absence of clear direction from the Supreme Court, it is necessary for local units of government to use whatever authority is delegated to them to ensure the health of their residents and visitors during this pandemic; and

WHEREAS, The Public Health Code (Public Act 368 of 1978) provides the tools for a local health officer to protect the public’s health during an epidemic; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County Health Officer Linda Vail issued the following local emergency health orders on October 4, 2020:

2020-21: Face Coverings

2020-22: Gathering Restrictions

2020-23: Bar and Restaurant Capacity

2020-24: Employee Screening

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners fully supports the four local emergency health orders issued by Health Officer Linda Vail on October 4, 2020. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County Board of Commissioners fully supports all actions taken by Health Officer Linda Vail and the Ingham County Health Department, to protect the Health and safety of residents and visitors to Ingham County during the COVID-19 pandemic.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Trubac, Stivers, Tennis, Koenig, Morgan, Slaughter, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  10/05/2020
