ADOPTED – OCTOBER 27, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 25

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OCTOBER AS 
“YOUTH JUSTICE ACTION MONTH” IN INGHAM COUNTY 

RESOLUTION #20 – 462
WHEREAS, the role of the juvenile court system is to rehabilitate and treat youthful offenders while holding them accountable and maintaining public safety, as a result, the juvenile court system is better equipped to work with youth than the punitive nature of the adult criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, youth who are placed under the commitment of the juvenile court system are able to access age appropriate services, education, and remain closer to their families, all of which reduces the likelihood of future offending; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 200,000 youth are tried, sentenced, or incarcerated as adults every year in the United States and most of the youth are prosecuted for non-violent offenses; and

WHEREAS, it is harmful to public safety and to young offenders to confine youth in adult jails or prisons, placing them at a higher risk of self-harm and suicide, or physical or sexual victimization; and 

WHEREAS, youth behaviors that would not be criminal if they were adults result in more court referrals from schools and mental health and child welfare services, disproportionately impact girls of color, and increase involvement in the juvenile justice system; and

WHEREAS, due to the lack of state funding for juvenile defense, attorneys take on extreme caseloads, which can lead youth to waive their right to counsel and to make poor decisions during the case; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that shackling during sentencing – a painful, embarrassing, and potentially traumatic event – violates the due process of adult defendants, but this ruling was not extended to juvenile defendants; and

WHEREAS, the imposition of fines and fees can extend the duration of a young person’s court involvement, impact their ability to find employment, and cause tremendous hardship for low-income families; and  

WHEREAS, Michigan ranks 37th in the nation for record confidentiality and expungement, impacting a young person’s opportunity for future employment and education; and
WHEREAS, it is important to increase awareness about the negative impact of prosecuting youth in the adult criminal justice system as well as incarcerating youth in adult jails and prisons.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby designates the month of October as “Youth Justice Action Month” in Ingham County.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Trubac, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  10/15/2020
