
ADOPTED – DECEMBER 8, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 62
Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the 

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A DATA SHARING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

MICHIGAN INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION AND THE INGHAM COUNTY OFFICE 

OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

RESOLUTION #20 – 595
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender exists in large measure due to the financial assistance of the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission; and 

WHEREAS, by statute and design, the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission and the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender are committed to significant improvements in the delivery of indigent defense services in the state and Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, one of the improvements is to ensure that individual attorney case loads are not so great as to compromise the representation to any individual client; and 

WHEREAS, during the development of the Office of the Public Defender it entered in to an agreement with the company JusticeWorks for a case management system called dataDefender©; and

WHEREAS, many other programs have begun using this same case management system; and 

WHEREAS, the statistician for the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission has begun working with JusticeWorks to get better data as to caseloads, and specifically as to how much time individual types of cases typically require in terms of hours of work; and

WHEREAS, JusticeWorks and the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission have entered in to an agreement where the MIDC can pull data directly from dataDefender©; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is one of the biggest systems in the state and has been asked by the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission to share its data; and

WHEREAS, direct access by the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission allows easier more timely access and ensures the same data is extracted from each system; and

WHEREAS, direct access by the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission saves the time it would take for a staff member of the Office of the Public Defender to extract and forward the information; and

WHEREAS, the agreement provides that client identity will remain confidential.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes an agreement with the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission to share data related to case load, pretrial release and time keeping from the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after review as to form if necessary by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Trubac, Schafer
          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  11/12/2020

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Tennis, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  12/02/2020
