ADOPTED – MARCH 23, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO NAME THE CONFERENCE ROOM AT THE INGHAM COUNTY 

FAMILY CENTER AS THE DR. OLIVIA LETTS CONFERENCE ROOM 

RESOLUTION #21 – 140

WHEREAS, Dr. Oliva Letts demonstrated a commitment to the citizens of Ingham County by her involvement in community activities and public service over a span of 70 years; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Oliva Letts was the first African American teacher to be hired into the Lansing School District, beginning her career in 1951 as an elementary teacher at Lincoln Elementary School; and 
WHEREAS, Dr. Oliva Letts was also the first African American Principal in the Lansing School District, having been promoted in 1961 to the position at Post Oak Elementary School; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Oliva Letts paved the way to end segregation in the Lansing Public Schools by advocating for herself to be employed after initially being turned down based on her race, as well as recruiting other minorities to the school district; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Olivia Letts was a tireless advocate for children and education, serving on multiple committees, Boards and Foundations; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Olivia Letts was the model of humility and incredibly modest about her accomplishments, yet her achievements were of such great significance that she was recognized by multiple agencies with resolutions honoring her, including the City of Lansing naming February 8, 2021 Dr. Olivia Letts Day; and 
WHEREAS, Dr. Olivia Letts continued her advocacy and dedication to youth well beyond her retirement from the Lansing School District, including supporting the programming at the Ingham County Family Center; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Family Center Advisory Board supports naming the conference room after Dr. Letts, given how closely aligned the mission of the Family Center is to Dr. Letts’ work.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners and the Ingham County Family Center Advisory Board hereby pays tribute to Dr. Oliva Letts for her many years of outstanding and dedicated service to her fellow citizens.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the conference room located in the Ingham County Family Center be named the Dr. Olivia Letts Conference Room, as a tribute for all the contributions that she has made to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners and the Ingham County Family Center Advisory Board extends its sincere appreciation and gratitude to Dr. Olivia Letts for her many accomplishments.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the family of Dr. Olivia Letts, on her behalf, accept the heartfelt thanks of the citizens of Ingham County for her many years of caring and giving to the community.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  03/16/2021

