ADOPTED – APRIL 13, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE FEDERAL FOR THE PEOPLE ACT WHICH CHANGES CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS TO REDUCE THE INFLUENCE OF MONEY IN POLITICS
RESOLUTION #21 – 182

WHEREAS, the foundation of our democracy is free, fair, and credible elections; and
WHEREAS, our democracy is a representative one, it is essential that elected officials represent and pursue the interests and needs of their voters, avoid self-dealing relative to their personal financial interests, and avoid corruption and undue influence from outside financial interests; and
WHEREAS, election campaigns, from the earliest days of our democracy, were conceived as a very public process in which the candidates seek to inform and motivate their electorate to choose them to represent the interests and needs of their district; and
WHEREAS, rulings of the United States Supreme Court over the last 50 years have expanded the meaning of the First Amendment of the federal constitution so as to empower unlimited political spending with “free speech” protections; and
WHEREAS, these rulings have led to a dramatic increase in “dark money”, funds raised for the purpose of influencing elections by nonprofit organizations that are not required to disclose the identities of their donors; and

WHEREAS, research has documented that the bulk of dark money advertising use deceptive identities, is oppositional in nature, often intended to distort the facts regarding a candidate and inflame voter opinion and engender irreconcilable partisanship; and
WHEREAS, some Michigan corporations have launched, and solely financed, deceptive non-profit social welfare dark money groups for the sole purpose of defeating local elected officials that have refused to support their private interests; and
WHEREAS, the costs of the 2020 federal election exploded from $6.3 billion in 2016 to nearly $15 billion in 2020; and
WHEREAS, dark money funding was, for the first time, the largest class of money in Michigan’s 2018 Governor’s Election; and
WHEREAS, there is a growing body of research that indicates that the confluence of all of the above problems is a major factor in the oft-cited increasing loss of confidence by American citizens in the election process, our representative form of democracy, and our government itself; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the increasing need for full disclosure of and limits on election money, as well as disclosure of candidate personal financial interests to protect the integrity of our elections.

THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED, that in order to restore faith in our elections, achieve equality of voice, and true representation, we, the elected officials of Ingham County hereby: 
· Call all on our congressional delegation to support and pass HR1/SR1, more commonly known as For the People Act, and

· Call all on our congressional delegation to support and pass an amendment to the US Constitution, and submit it to the states for ratification, a Constitutional amendment to clarify that States may set even-handed limits on the spending of money to influence elections in the States and that Congress may set even-handed limits on the spending of money to influence Federal elections, and that in so doing, the States and Congress may distinguish between natural persons and legally recognized entities such as corporations, unions and government authorities; and 

· Call on our state delegation to support an amendment to the Michigan constitution and passage of enabling legislation to require the disclosure of all election campaign financing associated with public election messaging generated by any and all persons and entities. This new requirement for our elections should in like fashion include disclosure of personal financial resources by reporting by all candidates and elected state public officials.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners requests that the County Clerk forward copies of this resolution to the Leadership of the U.S. Congress, and our delegation therein, the Governor of the State of Michigan, the Majority Leader for the Michigan Senate, the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives and Ingham County’s State Legislative delegation.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/06/2021

