ADOPTED – APRIL 13, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION for support of 

Two Road Department Applications to the US House Appropriations Committee Community Project Funding Program

RESOLUTION #21 – 192

WHEREAS, this year the Appropriations Committee of the US House of Representatives will implement a new Community Project Funding (CPF) initiative to allow Members of Congress to directly address the most significant needs of the communities they represent including state, local, tribal, and territorial governments; and

WHEREAS, members of Congress will be allowed to submit up to 10 qualified, local projects to the Appropriations Committee for consideration for CPF federal funding; and

WHEREAS, only projects with evidence of strong support from the community will be considered, and evidence of community support and community need is required as part of the application; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Road Department (ICRD) has two upcoming major county road improvement projects described below recommended for submission for CPF funding consideration to US Representative Elissa Slotkin, US House District 8, including Ingham County, Member of the House Appropriations Committee; and 

WHEREAS, ICRD’s two projects recommended for CPF are described as follows: 

Cedar Street, College to Holbrook Roads, Delhi Township: 

This two-mile long project will involve recycling and resurfacing an aging four lane divided roadway, with proposed consolidation of the numerous existing cross-overs into one-way, channelized, strategically placed, modern turn-arounds to improve safety. The Holt-Mason non-motorized path is planned along the northeasterly side of this road. This road carries approximately 10,000 vehicles per day and is an important business corridor and link between the County Seat of Mason and the Holt/Delhi Township community. The Tri-County regional federal aid road project plan known as the TIP—Transportation Improvement Plan, currently has $2.6 million programmed for this project. Given current federal funding limitations, ICRD typically can only plan on roughly $1 million per year in federal aid for the eligible county primary roads. The Cedar Street project actually needs roughly $5.6 million, therefore ICRD recommends applying for an additional $3 million from the CPF.  

Okemos Road, south of Hamilton Road to north of Grand River Ave. (M-43), Meridian Township:

Meridian Township has been working with a developer to redevelop and revitalize the downtown blocks of the Okemos area west of Okemos Road, north and south of Hamilton Road with several mixed use, 4 to 5 story tall buildings with parking below street level, street level retail and dining, and residential units above. A traffic study was done for the proposed development which recommended adding a center left turn lane on Okemos Road throughout the downtown Okemos area-- south of Clinton Street through Hamilton Road to north of Methodist Street and allow currently prohibited left turns with signals at these intersections to accommodate the traffic expected to be generated by the development. Okemos Road carries approximately 20,000 vehicles per day north of Hamilton Road and 30,000 south of Hamilton Road.  

In addition, ICRD is working with the Ingham County Drain Office and MDOT to improve drainage and raise the elevation of the Okemos Road - Grand River Avenue (M-43) intersection to alleviate relatively frequent flooding at this location. Thus, the overall project would include reconstruction of Okemos Road from south of Hamilton Road to north of Grand River Avenue (M-43). The expected cost of the overall project is roughly $6,975,000. The minimum 20% local match, $1,395,000, would be split between ICRD and Meridian Township.  ICRD has been planning for its share of this from its normal Michigan Transportation Fund (MTF) revenue (state fuel and vehicle registration taxes).  The 80% federal CPF share would be $5,580,000.

; and 

WHEREAS, there is strong community support and need for both of the above described projects both for traffic flow and safety, and to support economic development and sustainability in both corridors; and

WHEREAS, the necessary match costs for the two projects described above would be included in future ICRD budgets as necessary.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly supports application to the Appropriations Committee of the US House of Representatives for Community Project Funding in the amount of $3 million additional federal funding for resurfacing Cedar Street between College and Holbrook Roads in Delhi Township, and in the amount of  $6,975,000 total project cost ($5,580,000--80% federal CPF share) for reconstructing and improving Okemos Road from south of Hamilton Road to north of M-43, in Meridian Township as described above.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Ingham County Road Department to apply for CPF funding on the two county road projects as described above.  

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/06/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Polsdofer     Approved  04/07/2021
