ADOPTED – APRIL 13, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 34
Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A COMMITMENT TO CLIMATE JUSTICE

RESOLUTION #21 – 210

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approved Resolution #20-301 to declare a climate emergency in Ingham County, thereby formally communicating its urgent intention to take bold action toward mitigating resource waste and greenhouse gas emissions while developing sustainable practices in County government; and
WHEREAS, it is vital that government bodies lead the way in transitioning to carbon neutrality, and the Ingham County Board of Commissioners has acknowledged its responsibility to set a strong example for the communities it serves; and
WHEREAS, optimizing energy use to prevent waste requires a comprehensive assessment of current use and projected waste; and
WHEREAS, planning for future reductions in greenhouse gas emissions requires detailed information regarding those emissions and their current levels; and

WHEREAS, defined goals for energy efficiency and reductions in greenhouse gas emissions attributable to Ingham County facilities and operations have been recognized by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners as a necessary component of a practicable plan for achieving long-term sustainability; and
WHEREAS, input and expertise from members of the public who reside in Ingham County and who take a special interest in the advancement of sustainability initiatives and climate change mitigation will be required to ensure continued progress; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes that certain communities, having been subject to historic and current injustices and inequities, are particularly impacted by the earliest and most acute effects of climate change, and therefore these communities must be centered in the public response to the climate crisis with the objective of ensuring that all Ingham County residents can realize free, healthy and climate-safe futures; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes that there are many good-paying jobs associated with the carbon economy, not only limited to the mining and refinery sectors but also including freight shipping, energy transmission, and manufacturing, and the transition of workers in those fields to equally secure employment within a carbon-neutral economy is vital to sustaining working families and their communities; and
WHEREAS, ensuring continued progress toward reaching long-term sustainability will require consistent and strategic investment in sustainability and efficiency improvements.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Ingham County commits to the completion of an energy audit that will provide information regarding the county’s energy optimization needs and inform deliberation and decisions regarding energy use.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County commits to the completion of a comprehensive report including detailed information on greenhouse gas emissions attributable to county operations, and that this report will inform deliberation and decisions regarding the minimization of those greenhouse gas emissions.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County commits to ensuring that greenhouse gas emissions attributable to Ingham County facilities and operations are reduced to net-zero by the year 2040.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners commits to the establishment of a clear timeline for quantifiable reductions in greenhouse gas emissions attributable to county operations and facilities, and that this timeline will include percentage-based greenhouse gas reduction goals to be met in the years leading up to 2040 for the purpose of ensuring the County’s continued and consistent progress toward the aforementioned goal of net-zero emissions by the year 2040.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners commits to ensuring that its work to combat climate change is guided by the principles of climate justice, racial justice and equity, and just economic transitions, and to ensuring that the voices and needs of those most impacted by climate change, including children, seniors, individuals with pre-existing conditions, low-income individuals, Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) community members, and working families are duly considered and effectively centered during the County’s transition to carbon neutrality.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners directs the Ingham County Controller to oversee the establishment of a revolving fund intended to track savings from sustainability improvements that are implemented in accordance with this resolution and strategically reinvest those savings in additional sustainability improvements.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners directs the Ingham County Environmental Affairs Commission to assist, in its capacity as an advisory board, in the implementation of the commitments, goals and directives outlined within this resolution.
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Sebolt, Slaughter, Trubac, Graham

          Nays:  Naeyaert, Maiville     Absent:  None     Approved  04/05/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Stivers

          Nays:  Schafer, Maiville     Absent:  Polsdofer     Approved  04/07/2021

