ADOPTED – MAY 25, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH LHD ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

RESOLUTION #21 – 270
WHEREAS, Ingham County Health Department (ICHD) wishes to enter into an agreement with Local Health Department (LHD) Academy of Science (AOS) for an amount not to exceed $2,000 effective upon approval through one year and to be renewed annually thereafter; and

WHEREAS, historically, LHDs have individually purchased survey software for data collection and measurement; and

WHEREAS, this is expensive and creates a gap in data sharing and the ability to collaborate and compare due to many differing platforms; and

WHEREAS, this also prohibits aggregating data to regional and state levels, as well as weakening our ability to speak as a unified voice regarding the problems we face as Health Departments; and

WHEREAS, AOS offers an efficient option unique to local Health Departments at a bulk rate and will unify data collection and measurement allowing us to share a common survey library within the software; and

WHEREAS, AOS will position ICHD to reduce survey software costs, be a part of a community equipped to share best practices for survey data collection, share survey templates across LHDs, and collaborate with partners in Michigan as well as at a National level; and

WHEREAS, within this agreement, AOS partners with Alchemer, formerly known as Survey Gizmo, for the flexible survey software platform used; and

WHEREAS, while multiple states have partnered with AOS, local health departments including Barry, Eaton, Bay Mills, Berrien, Livingston, Macomb, Ottawa, and Washtenaw County have all begun using this software; and

WHEREAS, in addition to surrounding Health Departments converting to AOS, this platform has been endorsed and advocated for by the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO); and

WHEREAS, the total cost of this agreement will be $2,000, covering two (2) AOS transferrable membership fees and will be included in the FY ’21 Community Health Assessment Budget (22160030-815000-01170); and

WHEREAS, the Health Officer recommends entering into an agreement with LHD AOS for an amount not to exceed $2,000, effective upon approval through one year and to be renewed annually thereafter.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes entering into an agreement with LHD AOS for an amount not to exceed $2,000, effective upon approval through one year and to be renewed annually thereafter.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution upon approval as to form by the County Attorney. 

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Sebolt, Slaughter, Trubac, Graham, Naeyaert, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  05/17/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  05/19/2021

