ADOPTED – AUGUST 24, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 40

Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO UTILIZE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS TO REIMBURSE 
THE ARTS COUNCIL OF GREATER LANSING FOR 
COVID-19 RELATED LOST REVENUE

RESOLUTION #21 – 424 
WHEREAS, H.R. 1319 of the 117th Congress, also known as the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 became law on March 11, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Subtitle M – Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of the American Rescue Plan provides funding to metropolitan cities, nonentitlement units of local government, and counties to mitigate the fiscal effects stemming from the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19); and

WHEREAS, eligible uses of the American Rescue Plan funds include:
(A) to respond to the public health emergency with respect to COVID–19 or its negative economic impacts, including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality;

(B) to respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID–19 public health emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers of the metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county that are performing such essential work, or by providing grants to eligible employers that have eligible workers who perform essential work;

(C) for the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue of such metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county due to the COVID–19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county prior to the emergency;

(D) to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, Ingham County is projected to receive $56,710,344 in American Rescue Plan funds in two separate tranches of $28,355,172, the First Tranche Amount to be received within 60 days of bill enactment and the Second Tranche Amount not earlier than 12 months after the first tranche payment is received; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners desires to utilize the First Tranche Amount to swiftly and effectively provide aid to those Ingham County residents and businesses most affected by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Act 263 of 1974 (PA 263) permits counties to impose and collect an excise tax on persons engaged in the business of providing rooms for dwelling, lodging, or sleeping purposes to transient guests; to provide for the disposition of the revenues thereof; and to prescribe penalties; and
WHEREAS, these dollars are re-granted by the Arts Council to arts and cultural institutions within Ingham County for the express purpose of out-of-county promotion of their wonderful events and programming; and
WHEREAS, Arts Council of Greater Lansing receives 5% of the PA 263 revenue collected by Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, due to travel restrictions, social distancing, indoor dining restrictions and other tourism related impacts of COVID-19, PA 263 revenues were down significantly resulting in a loss in revenue for the Arts Council of Greater Lansing in 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County hotel/motel dollars are imperative to our area’s entertainment venues, helping them open their doors, fill their seats and provide experiences that garner and retain patron funding and other resources necessary for services and other costs.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners provides the Arts Council of Greater Lansing $44,077 of the First Tranche Amount to reimburse for lost revenue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller’s Office work with the Arts Council of Greater Lansing to ensure reporting requirements are met and to ensure the program is eligible for American Rescue Plan funding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution upon approval as to form by the County Attorney. 
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Slaughter, Trubac, Graham, Naeyaert, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  08/16/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  08/18/2021

