ADOPTED – SEPTEMBER 28, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AGAINST VOTER SUPPRESSION EFFORTS IN INGHAM COUNTY, THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

RESOLUTION #21 – 438
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes the hard-won right of suffrage in the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes that under Article I, Section 1 of the Constitution of Michigan of 1963, that all political power is inherent in the people and that government is instituted for their equal benefit, security and protection; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes that under Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution of Michigan of 1963, that no person shall be denied the equal protection of the laws; nor shall any person be denied the enjoyment of his civil or political rights or be discriminated against in the exercise thereof because of religion, race, color or national origin; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is aware of and denounces historical and current efforts to suppress the right of suffrage in the State of Michigan and across the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is aware of and denounces voter intimidation and suppression efforts, such as: discrimination against minority voters; the intimidation of voters at polling locations; the intimidation of election officials at polling locations, vote tabulation locations, and other locations; discriminatory gerrymandering; partisan gerrymandering; excessive purging of voter rolls; reducing the number of polling locations; relocating polling locations; reducing ready access to polling locations; establishing harsh voter registration requirements; requiring the payment of fines or fees as a condition of voting; the disenfranchisement of persons convicted of criminal offenses; making false claims of voter fraud; making false claims regarding the integrity and validity of elections; and other efforts to suppress and deny the right of suffrage to our fellow citizens. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners reaffirms its commitment to protecting the right of suffrage, the right of every citizen to vote freely and secretly and the bedrock principle upon which our society functions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is committed to ensuring that every eligible voter feels empowered to cast their vote with the confidence that it will be counted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is committed to ensuring that all elections are free from outside influence, including intimidation and discrimination, and are conducted in a fair and impartial manner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly urges all elected officials, including the Michigan Secretary of State and all local clerks, to take affirmative steps to protect the right of suffrage and efforts to suppress that right in Ingham County, the State of Michigan, and the United States of America.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly urges our elected officials to enact legislation, policies, and procedures that will further enhance the right of suffrage, such as legislation, policies, or procedures that will: expand early voting opportunities for in-person and mail-in voters; expand the number of mail-in ballot drop-off locations and mail-in ballot drop box access; generally ease restrictions on mail-in voting; provide greater access to voters with disabilities; restore voting rights to people with past criminal convictions; ease restrictions on voter registration; protect polling place access; ease unnecessary and burdensome voter identification requirements; and affirmatively prohibit and act to prevent intimidation and discrimination against voters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly urges our elected officials to not enact legislation, policies, or procedures that will hinder the right of suffrage, such as legislation, policies, or procedures that will: shorten windows to apply for a mail-in ballot; shorten deadlines to deliver mail-in ballots; make it harder to remain on absentee voter lists; eliminate or limit sending mail-in ballot applications to voters who do not specifically request them; eliminate or limit sending mail-in ballots to voters who do not specifically request them; restrict voters receiving assistance in returning mail-in ballots; limit the number, location, or availability of mail-in ballot drop boxes; impose stricter signature requirements for mail-in ballots; tighten or impose voter identification requirements for mail-in voters; tighten or impose voter identification requirements for in-person voters; expand voter purges or risk faulty voter purges, including purges of voters for the reason that they have not voted in a specified period of time; ban the provision of human necessities for in-person voters, such as food and water, to the extent that such provision is not used to unlawfully influence voters; eliminate election day registration of voters; reduce polling place availability; limit early voting days or hours; and/or support fraudulent or specious claims regarding election integrity or voter fraud.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly condemns any elected official that attempts to or supports enacting legislation, policies, or procedures that will hinder the right of suffrage, such as legislation, policies, or procedures that will: shorten windows to apply for a mail-in ballot; shorten deadlines to deliver mail-in ballots; make it harder to remain on absentee voter lists; eliminate or limit sending mail-in ballot applications to voters who do not specifically request them; eliminate or limit sending mail-in ballots to voters who do not specifically request them; restrict voters receiving assistance in returning mail-in ballots; limit the number, location, or availability of mail-in ballot drop boxes; impose stricter signature requirements for mail-in ballots; tighten or impose voter identification requirements for mail-in voters; tighten or impose voter identification requirements for in-person voters; expand voter purges or risk faulty voter purges, including purges of voters for the reason that they have not voted in a specified period of time; ban the provision of human necessities for in-person voters, such as food and water, to the extent that such provision is not used to unlawfully influence voters; eliminate election day registration of voters; reduce polling place availability; limit early voting days or hours; and/or support fraudulent or specious claims regarding election integrity or voter fraud.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners directs the Ingham County Clerk to transmit or cause to be transmitted this Resolution to the United States Senators for the State of Michigan, the United States Representatives representing Ingham County, the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives and House Minority Leader, the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Michigan Senate, the State of Michigan Senators and Representatives representing Ingham County, the Michigan Secretary of State, and the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the State of Michigan.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  09/21/2021

