ADOPTED – OCTOBER 12, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 31
Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT FOR A FACILITY SERVICE DOG 

FOR INGHAM ACADEMY 

RESOLUTION #21 – 505

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court – Juvenile Division operates the Ingham Academy, a day treatment program for court adjudicated youth in partnership with Ingham Intermediate School District, Highfields, and Peckham; and 

WHEREAS, the participants of the program frequently have emotional and social impairments that have contributed to delinquent and criminal behavior; and

WHEREAS, Ingham Academy is committed to offering programming to participants that addresses educational, emotional and behavioral needs; and

WHEREAS, Canines for Change is a non-profit organization that provides highly trained service dogs to individuals or facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Division would like to purchase a service dog for the Ingham Academy to provide emotional support for program participants; and 

WHEREAS, the dog, while owned by Ingham County, may be assigned to a handler who is employed by one of the Ingham Academy partner agencies defined above; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Division has consulted with Cohl, Stoker & Toskey, P.C., the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority, and the Controller’s Office regarding potential liability and determined that liability should be assumed by the Circuit Court as a county agency; and

WHEREAS, Michigan is a strict dog bite liability state where the owner of the dog (Ingham County) is liable for any injury or bite caused by the dog under MCL 287.351 regardless of where the injury occurs; and

WHEREAS, while the purchase of the service animal, training costs for handler(s), veterinary care, food, etc. may be initially paid by a contract vendor, all costs, not directly paid by the County, will be invoiced to the Ingham Academy program and will be the responsibility of the Circuit Court.   

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Circuit Court to enter into an agreement with Canines for Change for the purchase and training of a facility service dog at a cost not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Circuit Court to enter into an agreement(s) with the agency who employees the handler.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chair to sign any necessary contracts that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Trubac, Celentino, Crenshaw, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Schafer     Approved  09/30/2021
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  10/06/2021

