ADOPTED – OCTOBER 26, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE INGHAM COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ON THE EVENT OF THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

RESOLUTION #21 – 508
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners created a Special Committee on County History on February 9, 1971, appointing Commissioners Alfred Wardowski, Eugene Wanger and Jim Stone as the original members; and 
WHEREAS, the Committee was created with the intent to place the Ingham County Courthouse on the National Register of Historic Places with the U.S. Department of the Interior, and in 1972 to acquire a Michigan Historical Marker for the Ingham County Courthouse; and

WHEREAS, by 1973 the Board of Commissioners increased the size of the Special Committee on County History to include members of the public, joining Commissioners Alfred Wardowski and Eugene Wanger on the Committee were Ford Ceasar, Richard Sode, Richard Brown, Mary Jane McGuire, Manuel Delgado, and Bill Cross; and 
WHEREAS, between 1973 and 1976, Ford Ceasar wrote, “A Bicentennial History of Ingham County, Michigan”, which was published by Ingham County, and the Committee provided grant funding for the Lansing Alumna Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc.'s "Hallmarks in Black Achievement" and Sol De Aztlan, Inc.'s "La Raza in Ingham County, 1920-1976"; and
WHEREAS, in 1974 the Michigan Legislature passed House Bill No. 5198, enabling counties to form Historical Commissions, upon its passage, Vice Chairperson Wanger drafted Ordinance No. 74-1, which was adopted by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners on September 17, 1974, establishing the Ingham County Historical Commission as the first County Historical Commission within the State of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, in 1976-1977, the Ingham County Historical Commission developed and implemented the Ingham County Historical Marker Program, with the first marker being presented to the Cherry Street School in Lansing in 1977, to date 30 sites throughout Ingham County have been added to the Ingham County Historic Register.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby congratulates the Ingham County Historical Commission on the event of their 50th Anniversary and pays tribute to the original members of the Special Committee on History and Historical Commission Eugene Wanger, Mary Jane McGuire and Manuel Delgado for their leadership and guidance during the establishment and beginning years of the Historical Commission setting the framework for continued success of the Committee many years later.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board extends its sincere appreciation to the Historical Commission, past and present members, for their dedication and commitment to preserving the history of the County of Ingham.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  10/19/2021

