ADOPTED - APRIL 26, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Resolution TO AUTHORIZE A lease of 426 S. walnut street IN LANSING

for visiting judge purposes

RESOLUTION #22 – 213
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic required ceasing criminal jury trials for multiple months, resulting in a current backlog of over 750 open felony cases assigned to Circuit Court judges; and

WHEREAS, according to information from the Sheriff’s Office, there are over 170 Circuit Court defendants awaiting trial, with over 40 of them having been in jail for over a year; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court wishes to be proactive in reducing the criminal jury trial backlog, and in so doing engage a visiting judge on a long-term basis to assist; and

WHEREAS, courtrooms for a visiting judge are available at the Veterans Memorial Courthouse (VMC) and Mason Courthouse only when a sitting judge is away, and so availing of such opportunities is sporadic and difficult to manage; and

WHEREAS, having access for a prolonged period of time to a separate building with adequate space for courtroom, jury assembly, judge’s office, and other necessary offices, would be ideal for the purpose of using a visiting judge to assist in reducing the criminal jury trial backlog; and

WHEREAS, the building at 426 S. Walnut Street, a 10,857 square-foot building owned by the Community Mental Health Association of Michigan (CMHA), is available for lease and has the space necessary for a visiting judge to conduct criminal jury trials; and

WHEREAS, additionally, 426 S. Walnut Street is across the street from the VMC, and so has the expected advantages for staff movement and any prisoner transport to and from the VMC; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court and CMHA have agreed on lease terms, which include the following:

• Three-year occupancy commencing June 1, 2022, with options for up to two one-year extensions;

• Initial yearly lease payment of $16.50 per square foot, which translates to $179,140.50;

• Three percent lease rate increase for each subsequent year; and

WHEREAS, funding to pay for the use of 426 S. Walnut Street under the lease is being secured through American Recovery Act 2nd Tranche funds under concurrent resolution.

Therefore be it resolved, that the Board of Commissioners authorizes a lease agreement with the Community Mental Health Association of Michigan (CMHA) for space at 426 S. Walnut Street, Lansing, for a three-year occupancy commencing June 1, 2022, with options for up to two one-year extensions, with an initial yearly lease payment of $16.50 per square foot, which translates to $179,140.50, and a three percent lease rate increase for each subsequent year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign the necessary lease documents for the Circuit Court’s use of 426 S. Walnut Street for visiting judge purposes on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Stivers, Grebner, Celentino, Peña, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/19/2022

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/20/2022
