ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 7, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 38

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF A FACILITY/STATION DOG AT THE 
INGHAM COUNTY 9-1-1 CENTER

RESOLUTION #22 – 543
WHEREAS, Ingham County 9-1-1 Telecommunicators (9-1-1 Dispatchers & Supervisors) daily serve the citizens of Ingham County by answering their emergency calls for police, fire, and emergency medical services and by dispatching the appropriate assistance as quickly as possible; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County 9-1-1 Telecommunicators are the first and most critical contact our citizens have with emergency services servicing as the single vital link between public safety responders and the public; and 

WHEREAS, Ingham County 9-1-1 Telecommunicators have an innately stressful job and are repeatedly exposed to traumatic events in the line of duty; and 

WHEREAS, K9s for Warriors, a non-profit veterans’ organization, partners with law enforcement and first responder agencies to provide reliable, high-quality K9s to provide emotional support to first responders who are repeatedly exposed to traumatic events in the line of duty; and

WHEREAS, the 9-1-1 Center has consulted with Cohl, Stoker & Toskey, P.C., the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority, and the Controller’s Office regarding potential liability and determined that liability should be assumed by the 9-1-1 Center as a county agency; and

WHEREAS, Michigan is a strict dog bite liability state where the owner of the dog (Ingham County) is liable for any injury or bite caused by the dog under MCL 287.351 regardless of where the injury occurs; and

WHEREAS, while considering this, this dog can be a great enhancement to staff mental health support and has shown to be successful in many different arrangements; and

WHEREAS, K9 for Warriors will provide the dog, training, crate, leash, vest, 1 year of preventative medicine, and toys free of charge; and

WHEREAS, all costs outside of what will be provided by K9 for Warriors may be covered by donations, or may be invoiced to the Ingham County 9-1-1 Center at a cost not to exceed $4,000. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the use of a facility/station dog at the Ingham County 9-1-1 Center and transfer of ownership of the dog from K9 for Warriors to Ingham County.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes an expenditure not to exceed $4,000 from the Emergency Telephone Dispatch Services  9-1-1 fund for the care of the facility/station dog.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chair to sign any necessary contracts that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the acceptance of donations for the care of the facility/station dog.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Trubac, Cahill, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Celentino     Approved  10/27/2022
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  11/02/2022

